INTRODUCTION

I
THE   GENERAL  AIM  OF   THE  WORK
My purpose in writing this book is not merely to expound the
different systems of thought, but also to formulate and help the
solution of the problem of idealism. There has been no unanimity
about the meaning of idealism even in the West. The word some-
how or other has come into use, and very different systems are
brought under it. Now in India, when attempts are made to
translate important literature from the West into the Indian
vernaculars, writers are at a loss to find a word corresponding
exactly in meaning to the term idealism. But the difficulty is due
to the fact that the idealistic systems in the West have not
carried to the end their lines of argument. Problems have been
suggested to the Indian thinkers in a way different from that in
which they were suggested to the Western. And some problems
not broached by the former have been formulated by the latter,
and similarly those raised by the latter have not been seen by the
former. Only when the problems omitted are added and the
systems made complete, can their definite nature be understood.
For this purpose, the idealistic systems of the West and of India
seem to be complementary to each other. And in the light of each
other, the general tendency of both idealistic traditions can be
best comprehended.
It very often happens that, in certain countries and at certain
times, a particular problem is felt to be all-important, and the
rest are treated as only subsidiary. Certain ideas appear to be
truisms in certain ages and countries. People rarely question
them. They are presumed to be facts in the light of which others
are judged. But in other ages and countries the light of reason is
directed towards them, and they are scrutinized; while those that
are questioned elsewhere and at other times recede to the back-
ground and are taken to be established facts. But to understand
fully the significance of the prevalent ideas of any age, even the
ideas in the background have to be lighted up by reason. This can
be done by bringing together both sets of ideas and treating them
as complementary to each other. Then the real structure of
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